Mid Term Study Guide
· Introduction to Science Fiction and Fantasy

· Science fiction is fiction involving human interaction with, and within, a setting plausibly altered from the present or a known historical period.

· Key term here is ‘setting’

· Milieu

· The interaction of the location and time period to produce culture, politics, art, science – all the human things that inform a story’s characters and give them freedom and limitations on what they can do in any given tale.
· Milieu helps to better understand the plausibility of the scientific setting
· Difference Between SF and Fantasy

· SF strives to be scientifically plausible, where as Fantasy is a creation of mystery and awe 

· ENLIGHTENMENT TO CONTEMPORARY

· The Country of the Kind

· Written by Damon Knight

· First person narrative is a significant element to the story to better understand the main character.  W/o being in the first person narrative it would be difficult for the audience to understand the character’s emotions and feelings.
· Being in the first person helps the audience gain a feel for the character being lonely and outcast among societ

· The people of the community are not very kind because they have completely outcast him from all interaction in society, which ultimately will lead to him becoming even more mentally unstable.  It causes him to become lonely and desire companionship that much more, and cruelly denies him of his desires.
· EXISTENTIONALISM QUESTION HERE
· Kirinyaga

· Written by Michael Resnick

· The kikuyu represent a primitive culture in the sense that they aren’t industrialized by technology and machines, but believe in the ancient ways of doing things how their ancestors had for centuries
· Koriba is the Mundumugu of the village, or the witch doctor.  Koriba does not believe he has any magical powers, but believes in the tradition of his people, and spends his time emphasizing that to his fellow Kikuyu and trying to save their traditions and heritage.  The source of Koriba’s power is partly his western education and his experience and knowledge as the Mundumugu.  He is more educated and wiser than the majority of the village.
· Barbara Eaton is the representative from “Maintenance” who comes to visit Koriba after he kills the devil ‘breached’ baby.

· The kikuyu as a society has the right to maintain their traditions.  Other societies do not have the right to step in and change the lives of others in a community because they feel their morals are superior than someone else’s.  That said, and unchanging culture is not plausible because in the end the rest of society throughout the entire world will have changed so dramatically compared to the old ‘primitive’ society that they will either be phased out, or the other culture will inevitably intrude and dominate the ‘primitives’ way of life.

· According to the charter of the Kikuyu, Maintenance has the right to oversee the Kikuyu but not to interfere with their ways or ideas.

· The society itself determines their own culture and how the society will be conducted.  The society as a whole determines the moral standards and values of their society.

· “The Last Article”

· Written by Harry Turtledove

· Alternate history is a historical tale that uses on or more contrafactuals, that is things that didn’t really happen, as an important part of the story that affects character, plot, and setting.

· Alternate history might be considered SF because it is an alternate reality based in a plausible setting

· Turtledove altered the outcome of WW2 

· Gandhi’s ‘satyagraha’ is non violent protests, meant to sway the enemy.  

· The Nazi’s eventually triumph over Gandhi’s non violent protests, because they simply do not care about murdering and killing innocent people.  They continue to drive fear into the Indian people by carelessly killing people forcing them to obey the Nazi’s and not Gandhi.

· History is always written by winners, because winners write the history.  The perception of the winners is going to be written by the winners, and thus dictates history unless there is someone else to overthrow the winners, and then rewrite history.  Thus the new winners are writing history, and inevitably the winners write history.

· Nobody’s Home

· Written by Joanna Russ

· FIND OUT SHIT ABOUT THIS STORY

· The Ugly Chickens

· A tall tale is sober realism combined with fantastic elements, all told in a dead pan style

· The ugly chickens are the extinct dodo bird 

· WHERE DOES THE JOURNEY EVENTUALLY LEAD HIM TO
· The story displays the importance of scientific discovery as being an ultimate goal for scientists.  The story serves as a portrait of the real reasons scientists go after the scientific truth, curiosity and passion.  It shows the ultimate futility of knowing for certain.
· HardFought

· Written by Greg Bear

· The milieu is the near to distant future, in a war between population 1 and population 2 societies.
· The story is constructed in a complex entanglement between the protagonist prufrax, the antagonist Aris, and the flashback of the characters provided by the mandate.
· “Think Like a Dinosaur”

· Michael’s job is to press the button after the subject has been migrated;  He might be considered the ‘doorman’ to the world beyond because he kills people

· Because she was studying how to make human eyes

· Michael divulges to Kamala that he once switched the grave markers on a dead married couple; He altered the story for the Hanen, by not telling them that he went back later and switched the markers to their proper places;  He didn’t want the Hanen to think he was weak;

· Kamala tells Michael that she once visited an old lady and talked to her because she wanted company, then the old lady died but she didn’t report it to anyone; Her secret is significant because when she comes back 3 years later and tells Michael the end of her secret, it tells the audience that ‘her other self’ has no knowledge of what happened

· Balancing the equation is killing off the counter part that was left behind after the migration; Thinking like a dinosaur is ‘balancing the equation’ without human emotion of killing another human

· Michael had to push Kamala out into space in order to balance the equation because she did not die in the migratory machine like she was suppose to.  
· “Blood Child”

· Humans are baby makers for the T’lic 

· The Tlic need humans because they are able to have multiple babies using just one human.  They also feed humans eggs that prolong human life.  Humans do not need the Tlic to survive in any manner.  

· The story does not appear to be about slavery because the humans do not try to revolt the Tlic.  They seem to understand their purpose and willingly give in to being breeding machines.  Knowing she is black changes the perception about the story possibly being about slavery, but again the story mentions nothing about the humans being unhappy or trying to revolt against the Tlics.  
· Ambivalent View?????????????????

· Childhood’s End

· The overlords are beings that inhabit the earth and start to dictate and control our way of life.  They look like our version of Satan and Demons

· The overlords come to earth to turn humans into the next level of evolution, which is humans with telepathic powers etc. for the Overmind to feed off of; Some humans submit to the overlords will because there is peace on earth, others try and revolt but are thwarted by the Overlords supremacy 

· The Overlords rule eventually destroys human will, emotion, and reason for existing.  Only a rare few try to separate themselves from the Overlord and try to recreate art, passion, and emotion themselves.

· Most humans possess the natural will to progress mentally and technologically advance themselves as a whole.  Without progress life is a constant status quo.  
· Human beings are meant to do what ever they desire, and if that desire is to travel to the stars and beyond, and human technology allows for this discovery then by all means

· The human race is completely destroyed by the Overmind.  Jan’s role in the story was breeding the first humans that were evolving.

· The overmind is a supreme being that feeds off the lives of others.

